Melba Jean Prevatt Pearce
December 27, 1954 - January 24, 2021

Melba Jean Prevatt Pearce went home to be with her Lord and Savior on Sunday, January
24, 2021, at the Willson Hospice House in Albany, Georgia. Melba was born December
27, 1954 in West Palm Beach, Florida, to Elzie Lafayette Prevatt and Yvonne Elizabeth
Lanier Prevatt.
Melba lived in Belle Glade until after she graduated from high school; during this time she
created many friendships that lasted throughout her lifetime- this was evident when she
moved home to Belle Glade later in life to live and teach. Melba moved to Okeechobee
following graduation and then married and had her children. She became a teacher for
many years, teaching all ages of children from first grade to high school. Later in life she
moved to Georgia, where she lived the remainder of her life. Melba was a member of the
First Baptist Church and Oakview Baptist Church, both in Okeechobee for many years
and later a member of Bethlehem Freewill Baptist Church in Shellman, Georgia. She was
passionate about her faith and truly found her peace in Jesus.
Melba had two other names that meant the world to her, “Mama” and “Granny.” Her
greatest pride and joy were her children and grandchildren. She doted on them and loved
nothing more than spending time with them doing the simplest things from taking a walk to
going fishing together. Melba loved being outdoors, she loved watching wildlife and loved
a sunrise or sunset. She loved being on the ranch, farm, lake or doing anything outdoors.
Following her retirement, she enjoyed these things immensely. Another great passion of
hers was teaching. Melba was a teacher for thirty eight years; it was her passion to touch
and change the lives of her students. She not only taught school but also taught Sunday
School for many years. Teaching was her heart's desire, and she always beamed when
students would tell her what a wonderful teacher she had been and how she had changed
their path in life.
Melba will be remembered as a loving mother, grandmother “Granny”, sister and loving
friend to those who knew her.

Melba was preceded in death by her parents, Elzie & Yvonne Prevatt.
She is survived by her daughter, R. Elizabeth Pearce of Dawson, Georgia; her son, J. Levi
Pearce (Lacy) of Lake Placid, FL; her brother, Wayne (Sharon) Prevatt of Okeechobee,
sisters; Sylvia (Mike) Bandi, Frances (Cary) McKee all of Okeechobee, and sister Elsie
(Tom) King of Belle Glade, Florida, respectively; and three grandchildren: Carlton Pailey
Pearce (9) and Olan Wright Pearce (7) of Lake Placid, Florida, and Avery Jean Pearce (4)
of Dawson, Georgia- as well as a host of nieces and nephews and many dear friends.
Visitation will be held from 5:00-7:00 P.M. on Sunday, January 31st, 2021, at Buxton Bass
Okeechobee Funeral Home at 400 N Parrott Ave., Okeechobee, Florida. A celebration of
life will be held at Evergreen Cemetery 10:00 A.M. on Monday, February 1st, 2021,
officiated by Pastor Cary McKee of More2Life Ministries. In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that donations be made in her memory to the Alzheimer’s Association.
Those wishing to leave a message of condolence may sign the register book at,
www.OkeechobeeFuneralHome.com
All arrangements are entrusted to the direction and care of the Buxton & Bass
Okeechobee Funeral Home, 400 North Parrott Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida, 34972.

Events
JAN
31

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Buxton & Bass Okeechobee Funeral Home and Crematory
400 N. Parrott Ave, Okeechobee, FL, US, 34972

FEB
1

Graveside Service

10:00AM

Evergreen Cemetery
1116 N.E. 39th Boulevard, Okeechobee, FL, US, 34972

Comments

“

We’re so sad to hear about Melba.
Our son Matthew was fortunate to her as one
of his 6th grade teachers at Gove Elementary in Belle Glade, Florida. She was a
favorite of his. As parents we thought the world of her. She was always kind and
mostly smiling. As a colleague of Melba’s, I thought she was great. She always had
something kind to say or share the empathy when things were crazy with our
classes. We had no idea she was ill. Heaven gained an angel we lost a kind spirit. So
thankful she is healed and praising with Jesus! Our heart felt sympathies and prayers
are with all of her family and close friends. With Love the Schultz’s Karen, Marc &
Matthew.

Karen Schultz - February 25 at 07:37 PM

“

From Dianne, Janet , Karen Lockhart and Families purchased the Crystal Cross
Bouquet for the family of Melba Jean Prevatt Pearce.

From Dianne, Janet , Karen Lockhart and Families - January 29 at 09:58 PM

“

Deepest sympathies to you on the loss of your loved one. Melba was a kind, caring,
godly woman.

Pamela Newcomer - January 27 at 11:28 AM

“

Jim Cowart sent a virtual gift in memory of Melba Jean Prevatt Pearce

jim cowart - January 27 at 10:03 AM

“

Beautiful lady inside and out. We loved Melba. We’ll all meet again.
Love and prayers,
Perry and Carolyn Smith

carolyn smith - January 27 at 08:28 AM

“

Melba taught all of us teachers to be a little kinder and gentler not just to students but
to each other. She set the standard for walking the Christian walk-never preaching
just living it. God bless you all. I feel a little empty today with her gone, but she is
whole again and with her Jesus.

Rodney Field - January 27 at 06:29 AM

“

Played softball with her and Sylvia one summer. She could throw a ball like a rocket
and straight as an arrow. I was proud of mine landed in the same ball field. She was
also a dynamite volleyball player. We shared laughs and some tears to. She was a
friend you might not see for ages but when you did it was just like old times. So glad
she is healed and home with Jesus. Prayers for Busy, Levi and all who knew and
loved her. Kenna and Terry Noonan

kenna and terry noonan - January 26 at 08:35 PM

“

Many fond memories of Melba. We both tended to be able to work with some of the more
challenging students. Those needing extra attention, and “motivation”. We used to
collaborate, and use a “tag team” approach to keep them on track. Melba never gave up on
her students. She was loved and highly respected. An amazing teacher, and my friend.
Prayers for her family and friends....Taylor and Freida Holmes
Taylor and Freida Holmes - January 26 at 10:05 PM

“

Melba will be missed. She was a Special Lady and a loving and caring person. So
true she is healed! Blessings to the family.

jeanne Woodard - January 26 at 08:22 PM

“

Mary Jean Fralix Harrell lit a candle in memory of Melba Jean Prevatt Pearce

mary jean fralix harrell - January 26 at 07:43 PM

“

She was a wonderful teacher and a very nice Lady! My Prayers are with her Family.
She'll always be remembered!

MaryBeth McCall - January 26 at 07:43 PM

“

Cheryl Lockhart lit a candle in memory of Melba Jean Prevatt Pearce

cheryl lockhart - January 26 at 06:54 PM

