Bette E. Moldenhauer
October 24, 1951 - July 31, 2020

Bette Earline Moldenhauer passed away July 31, 2020 at home in Buckhead Ridge
Florida after a short illness.
Bette was born on October 24, 1951 in Tampa FL. She spent her early years in Tampa
before moving to Buckhead Ridge as a teenager. Bette was the second oldest of her
father’s nine children and was raised with her older sister, Linda, by her grandparents A.K.
and Mary Ellen Smith. As a girl she loved running the canals and fishing the lake with her
grandfather.
As a young adult Bette worked in the service industry as a waitress and bartender. She
was employed by Raulerson Hospital in 1982 in housekeeping and worked her way
through numerous assignments up to a nursing supervisor position after receiving her
Licensed Practical Nursing certificate from Indian River Community College in 1996.
Bette enjoyed fishing, camping, crafting, singing karaoke, and volunteering. She was a
longtime member of the Moose Club and the Okeechobee Yatchette Club where she
served several terms as commodore as she helped organize fundraisers for student
scholarships and homebound senior services. More recently she had joined the American
Legion in Okeechobee and the Amvets Ladies Auxiliary in Buckhead Ridge where she
was serving as president. Bette loved singing karaoke songs from the 1950s – 1970s.
Bette was preceded in death by her grandparents, A.K. and Mary Ellen Smith; parents,
Kenneth Ray and Joyce Smith; and her sister, Reba.
She is loved and survived by her husband of thirty two years, Harry Moldenhauer; son,
Robbie Loschiavo (Kimberly); daughter, Bridgette Estremera (Chris); siblings, Linda
Adams (Larry), Kenny Smith (Elaine), Marlena Garcia (Gilbert), Charlie Smith (Sonia),
Robin and Kimberly; grandchildren, TC, Gianan, Devin, Alexis, Christian, Jazlyn, Rhyoden
and Dean; and a number of nieces and nephews.

Bette had a very kind and loving heart and will be dearly missed by all who knew and
loved her.
The family is not planning a memorial gathering at this time.
Those wishing to leave a message of condolence may sign the register book at,
www.OkeechobeeFuneralHome.com
All arrangements are entrusted to the direction and care of the Buxton & Bass
Okeechobee Funeral Home, 400 North Parrott Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida, 34972.

Comments

“

Bette was a light and delight! She was a blessing to all

Kay Mueller - August 08 at 10:05 PM

“

I miss you so much Bette. You and I had so much fun playing bingo together.
Especially at the casino. RIP my dear friend. My thoughts and prayers to her family.
She loved you all so much.

Debbie Smith. - August 07 at 09:20 AM

“

I was so glad to know Betty and so was Keith lots of fun and laughs at bingo you will
be missed alot

bingo - August 05 at 01:36 PM

“

Shane And Kelly King lit a candle in memory of Bette E. Moldenhauer

Shane and Kelly King - August 04 at 09:11 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Harry Moldenhauer - August 04 at 11:28 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Harry Moldenhauer - August 04 at 11:27 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Harry Moldenhauer - August 04 at 11:25 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Harry Moldenhauer - August 04 at 11:22 AM

“

This is so very sad. Betty was a ray of sunshine and beautiful person to know. I
worked with her at Raulerson Hospital. She will be truly missed.RIP and fly high Ms.
Betty until we meet again.
Debbie Webster

Deborah J Webster - August 02 at 01:15 PM

“

I did not get to know you long but thankful we finally crossed paths. Your abundance
love for your family showed clearly. Your thoughtful compliments & smile will be
remembered.
Prayers for all of the family. Rest in Peace dear one.

Chelia Grinage
Mary Grinage - August 01 at 06:24 PM

“

Brenda Joiner lit a candle in memory of Bette E. Moldenhauer

Brenda Joiner - August 01 at 05:00 PM

“

The memories go on and on of this wonderful woman. All the parties, the days And
nights of bingo, the endless laughs and good times. You will be in my mind and heart
forever.

Vicki Krause - August 01 at 04:44 PM

“

Bette has been a friend and neighbor for many years. She has been there when I
needed a shoulder during low points in my life. I will miss her. Harry and the family
are in my prayers.
Melanie Anderson

Melanie Anderson - August 01 at 12:52 PM

“

Rest in Peace my dear friend. Condolences to Harry and the rest of family. I will be
Praying for you.
Love and Prayers,
Phyllis Stone and Family

Ray Stone - August 01 at 10:17 AM

“

I have so many wonderful memories of Bette I don't know where to start. The world is
a much dimmer and less caring world without her. Although we have been separated
by miles, there has never been a day when you haven't been in my heart.

Jean Collier - August 01 at 09:05 AM

